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date. He grants the miracles of Christ, and speci-
fies many of them, only endeavoring to dimin-
ish the importance of his works; and then enters
into speculative argument to defeat the claims of
Christianity. But his reasoning was very im-
becile, and if it had been more respectable, could
not have prevailed against his own admissions.
His confession to the truthfulness of the Chris-
tian history, by virtue of his varied means and
qualifications, may well be taken as the united
verdict of all previous adversaries along with
himself, because he made use of the same weapons
of ridicule, and pursued the same method of man-
aging the argument. Besides, he had before him
the works of Justin, Tertullian, Eusebius, and
others, in each of which there was this appeal to
the report of Pontius Pilate confirmatory of the
foundation facts of the Gospel. This appeal had
rung through the empire for more than three
hundred years, and Julian must have* felt the force
of it. Now if there had been no such report,
would this bitter enemy have failed to show it ?
Clearly not, because he had every facility of prov-
ing the falsehood. Instead of adopting this easiest
and shortest method of confounding the Chris-
tians, he cautiously passed it over in silence, there-
by admitting both its existence and the truth of
all it contained.

The testimony for the following facts is there-
fore indubitably conclusive:

i. The historical books of the New Testament,
the Gospels and the Acts, are quoted or referred
to by a series of Christian writers beginning with